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To tko HonoiuaWc The KNIGHTS, CITIZENS, and BBRGESSES, 
in Parliament afTembled. 



The Seventh REPORT of the Commissioners 

appointed to enquire into the Fees, Gratuities, Perquifites, 
and Emoluments, which are or have been lately received in 
certain Public Offices in Ireland ; and alfo, to examine into 
^ny Abufes which maj exift in the fame; and into the prefent 
Mode of receiving, colleding, ilTuing, and accounting for 
Public Money in Ireland, 



T he AffefTed Taxes, the Land Revenue of the Crown, and the 
manner of charging and colleiting the Duties on Strong Waters and 
on Malt, having formed the fubjedl of fonmer Reports, we propofe to 
confider the remaining Branches of Revenue, under the management of 
rhe Commiffioiicrs of Excife and Inland Duties, in the following Order, 

AUCTIONS. 

GLASS BOTTLES, 

HIDES, SKINS, VELLUM and PARCHMENT, 

PAPER. 

PAPER HANGINGS, 

TOBACCO- 

LICENCES. 

WROUGHT PLATE. 

CARDS and DICE. 



AUCTIONS, 

A DUTY was firft impofed on Sales by Auftion in Ireland, in the year 57 Geo. III. c.28. 
1797, viz. '^d. in the pound on the money arifing from the Sales by 
Audtion of lands, houfes or money charged on them, hufbandry utenfils, 
farming Rock, Ihips and vefTels, articles of merchandize of what nature 
or kind foever imported, fold in the rcfpeaive packages in which im- 
ported, and of any plate or jewels; and 6d. in the pound on the money 
arifino- from the Sale by Audlion of furniture, pidlures, books, horfes 
and carriages, and all other goods and chattels whatever, to be paid by 
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the Auaionecr, Agent, Faaor or Seller by commiffion. From thefe 
Duties there are I'everal exemptions, particularly fpecified in the dilFerent 
Afts relating to this Duty. 

In 1805 the Duty was increafed, in the firft cafe, to 6 J. and in the 
fecond to io</. in the pound. 

In 1 807 the preceding Ads were repealed, and by two Aas paffed in 
that year, the latter Duties were continued, arid the colkaion regulated 
anew. ° 

Ty an A3 paffed in the laft Seffion, the claufb in the A8 of 1807, 
which required that^ in all cafes of exemptions from Duty, the Sale 
mould be held by a licenfed Au6iioneer, was repealed. By this Ad:, all 
goods imported into Ireland, by way of merchandize, are generally ex- 
empted from Auaion Duty, provided they are fold at the port ofinnpor- 
tation, by or for account of the original Importer or Confignec, and that 
fuch- bale Iliall be the firll after importation. This AS fubjefts Sheriffs 
■Sales to the Auaion Duty, but empowers the Sheriff to employ any 
perfon he may think proper to be the Auaioneer at fuch Sales, and inch 
|xrfon IS not required to be licenfed, nor arc perfons required to be 
licenfed who fell by Audhoii any goods or elFeas exempted from the 
Auaion Duty. 

Under the prefent Regul-itlons no perfon is permitted to ad as an 
Auaioneer, except .111 the cafes above-mentioned, without a licence from 
the Commiffiouers of Excife, and every perfbn fo licenfed is to have- 
-painted on a board, affixed to his dwclling-houfe, the words, “ Licenfed 
“ Auaioneer." At the time of receiving his licence, if in the Diftria of 
he city of Dublin, or within fix miles of the caftle, he is to enter into 
bond, with two lufficient luretics, himfelf in the Him of ^coo. and the 
fiiretKSin thelum of loo. each; if in any other part of Ii-eland, him- 
felf m -the fum of jT. 2^0. and his fureties in the fum of /. co. each • 
conditioned that he ffiall deliver accounts of all his Sales bv Auaion and 
pay all Duties arifing therefrom, at fuch times as the fame ffiall by Law 
be pay able, and alio ffiall comply with all rules and regulations reffiec- 
■ing Sales by Audion prelcribed by Law., Every Auakneer is required 
to give 48 hours notice of any Sale by Auaion, intended to be made bv 
him witmi, the city of Dublin, or the before-mentioned limits, previous 
to the commencement thereof, and to deliver at the Offices of the 
B.xam_mator of Auaion Duty, and.of the Colleaor of Excife, a notice 
in writing, figued by himfelf, fpecifying the place where, and the day 
-and hour when fuch Auaion is to begin ; and at the fame time, or within 
24 hours after, to deliver, at each of the laid Offices, a written or printed 
■catalogue figned by himiclf, particularly felting forth every article, lot 
parcel and thing intended to be fold at fuch Auaion ; and in the' cafe of 
Audions nitended ‘o take place in any other part of Ireland, to deliver 

T two copies of a like notice, at 

leafl tnree days previous to the commencement of any Sale by Auclioa. 
and at the lame time, or within 24 hours after, two copies of alike 
written or jirmted catalogue. 

The Auaioneer is further required, within feven days after the day 
fliecified in the notice for holding any Auaion, if in Dublin or within 
ffie before-mentioned limits, to deliver or caufe to be delivered, at the 
-tlftces of the Examinator of Auaion Duty in Dublin, and the Collcdor 
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of Excife, declarations in writing fignecl by fuch AuSioneer, fetting fortli 
A^ hether any Sale by w'ay of A.ucHon had been opened or begun under 
I'ucli notice, and to make oath to the truth of iuch declaration before the 
Examinator of Audliou Duty; if in any other place, to deliver, within 
14 days after the day fpcciiied in the notice for holding aiiv AuQion, two 
ccopies of alike declaration in writing to the Colle<ftor of the-Diftridt, and 
to verify the fame on oath before him. The Audlioneer is made charge- 
able with the Duty uj^on all the articles fpecified in the catalogue, unlels 
he proves on oath, to be made in Dublin before the Examinator ofAudfiou 
Duty, in the other Diftricts before the Colkdior, that the article or 
articles, &c. mentioned in fnch catalosue, and for which any abatement 
may be claimed, was not adlually fold at fuch Audtion or otherwife dif- 
pofed of; and to this end be is required, within 26 days after the com- 
mencement of any Sale by Audiion, to deliver at the Office of the 
Examinator of Audtlon Duty, and alfo at the Office of the Colledlor of 
Excife, an account in writing of the fevcral articles contained in the 
•catalogue delivered in previous to the Sale, fpecifying which of the faid 
articles, &c. had been Ibid, the price of each, and the total amount of 
tlie Sale, as alfo fuch of the articles as had not been fold ; and at the lame 
•time to verify fuch account before the Exiuninator of Audtion Duty, if 
fuch Sale take place in Dublin, or within the before-mentioned limits ; 
if fuch Sale take place ellewhere, the Audlioneer muft, within the fame 
time, deliver to the Colledlor of the Dirtridl two copies of a like account, 
and verify the fame on oath before him within four days after the 
delivery of this account; the amount of the Duty is made payable to the 
Colledlor of Excife. In cafe of any err-or bv which the Duty may have 
been overcharged, the Commiffioners, upon proper proofs, are empowered 
to repay the fame ; and in cafe of an undercharge, the Examinator of 
Audiion Duty is diredlcd to report the fame to the Commilfioners of 
-Excife, and give notice to the Audiioneer ; and if the Auctioneer lhall 
not, within one month after, Ihew fulRcient caufe againft, his being 
charged with fuch deficiency of Duty, the Commiffioners may order a 
return to be made by the Examinator of Audtion Duty to the Office of 
the Colledtor of Excife of the Diftridl inw'hich the erroneous charge was 
made, and the Duty ipecified in llich Return becomes a furcharge on the 
Audtioneer, who mull: pay the amount within ten days after, or forfeit 
j£. 10, and double the amount of the Duty furcharged ; but no fuch Return 
can be a furcharge on the Audtioneer, uiilefs it lhall have been made and 
demanded within fix months after difeovery of the error. In purfuance 
of thcle provifioiis of the Law, all notices, catalogues, declarations and 
j»ccounts refj)e6ting Sales by Audtion held in Dublin, or within the 
before-mentioned limits, arc delivered at the Office of the Examinator 
of Audtion Duty; and one copy of all fuch as refpedt country Sales, is 
tranfmitted to him monthly by the difierent Colledtors, and ought to be 
accompanied by a Return of all licenfed Audtioneers in the feveral 
diftridts. The notices and catalogues refpedting Sales in Dublin, or 
within the before-mentioned limits, the Examinator of Audtion Duty 
enters in a book called the Notice Book, and thence transfers them to an 
account opened for the feveral Audtioneers, fpecifying as well the decla- 
rations and fale accounts, as the notices and catalogues received from 
them. 'I'hc notices, declarations and fale accounts received from the 
15. B country 
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country are dlRingulihed in the Notice Book and Ledger according to 
their ref])e 61 :ive DiRricts, and examined, computed and coitijiared with 
the monthly Returns of the receipts of AuSlion Duty, made by the Col- 
leaors to the Examinator of Auaion Duty, for the imrpofe of enabling 
him to afcertain that all AuSlions of which notices were lerved have been 
duly accounted for; of luch as are not, notice is given to the Board of 
Excife, and informations filed againft the defaulters. In Dublin the 
Auaioneer verifies his fale account on oath before the Examinator of 
Audion Duty, who thereu])on clafies the fcveral items under their 
proper beads, computes the Duties accordingly, and makes out a cer- 
tificate of the amount thereof. 'I’he account is then returned to the 
Au6tioneer, and, together with the certificate, is carried to the Office of 
the Examinator of Excife to be re-examined; both arc then returned to 
the Office of the Examinator of Auction Duty. The certificate is delivered 
to the Auaioneer, and being lodged with' the CoIJeaor, becomes his 
authority for receiving the Duty; the fale account is retained by the 
Examinator of Audlion Duty. '1 he feveral Cotleflors of Excife, at the 
clofe of each month, tranfmit duplicate returns of the Audlion Duties 
received by them to the Examinator of Auction Duty, who, after ex- 
amining and checking thefe returns with the fale accounts he has rccei\-ed 
during ffie mouth, coiinterfigns and returns them to the Colledlor, one to 
be^ retained, the other to be tranfmitted by him to the Examiner of 
Excife, as an. authority for that Officer’s quarterly certificate to tiie 
Accountant General of the charge to be made on the Colleaor. In the 
Country Diftrias the Audioneer jiroduces his fale account to the Officer 
of the walk in which he relides. This Officer computes the Duty thereon, 
and flates the amount in the account, which is then taken to the Col- 
ledor’s Office by the Auctioneer, who verifies it upon oath and pays the 
Duty, the Collector firff a]iproviiig the computation. The amount of the 
Auction Duties is, along with other Duties, returned bv the Collector to 
the Examiner of Excife in a monthly voucher made out by the Surveyors 
and Gaugers, and contained in the quarterly certificate, of the feveral 
films to be charged to the Collector’s account by the Accountant General. 

App- N« The Board of Excife direded the Examinator of Audion Dutv, to ceitify 
quarterly to the Accountant General, the fum chargeable agaiuff each 
Colledor on account of his receipt of Audion Duties, an order which 
he has omitted to comj)ly with, in confcqueiice of the Accountant 
General having reprefented that it would be ufelefs to fupply him with 
a document, which, in the ordinary courfe of duty, would be tranfmitted 
to him by the Examinator of Excife. 

In 1803, Officer, under the title of Examinator of Audion Duty, 
was appointed by letter of the Board of Excife at a liilary of 140. 

1 be duties of the Office W'ere then in a great degree fimilar to tbofe at 
prefent attached to it, but its authority was more confined, extending at 
that time no farther than to Audions within the city of Dublin and its 
particular limits, whereas it now has lupcrlntendance of all Audions 
that take place in Ireland. The falary of the Examinator, as the fphere 
of his duties is enlarged, has been railed to jf. 200, with an allowance 
of 80. per annum for a clerk. T. he jirinclpal difference between the 
duties of Ins former and his ijrelent fituation as Examinator of Audion 
Duty, confiffs m his being required to take the affidavits refijedjng Sales 

by 
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by Auaioo withii. the city of DiMin and its limits, which were for- 
merly made iti the Colledors Office, in the iiitercourfe eftablilhcd be- 
tween the Offices of Examiner of Exeilb and Examinator of Auction 
Duty, and, latlly, m the fuperintendance of the Duties arifin<r from 
country Sales. This arrangement, fo far as it regards the Dublin 
Auflions, appears to appoint the Examinator to funflions executed in 
all other branches of the Excife by the Collcdor; and with relpeCd to 
country Auflious, to appoint him to the performance of fuch, that 
more propei ly belong to the offiee of the Examiner of Excife and in 
faa, continue to be executed by him. There is, however, ftrong evidence A»p. N- a 

before us, in the account of the produce of thefe Duties in the feveral A &B. ' 
Diftrias of Ireland for feven years, ending 5th January 1808, that in 
many cafes the Colletlors mull have been moll lhamefully negligent ; 
for inllance, in the great commercial city of Cork, for the yea° 1805’’ 
the produce was but three Shillings, though there were in that year in’ Ap,,- N' i. 
faid Dillna 26 Auftioneers licentbd ; and in other Diftricts of com- 
mercial importance, either there was no produce, or fome trivial Him was 
returned as the produce. 

Though we cannot, as a general maxim, approve of the multip]yin<r 
or creating additional Officers, as the remedy for the negligence of thoib 
already in employ, yet we will not pretend to fay that fome advantage 
rtiay not be derived 'from the eftablilhment of an Examinator of Auflion • 

Duty, particularly in his watching that the notices ferved for Auaion 
in the feveral Diftrias are accounted for, and in frequently iiifpeain<r the 
different newspapers to difeover if Aiiffioiis are anv where advertifed of 
which notices are not ferved ; but as this Officer is eftablillied as a che’ek 
we conceive that the Auaion fale account in the Diftria of Dubliii 
Ihould not, in the lirft inllance, be delivered at his Office, but, as hereto- 
fore, to the Colledor of the Dillria, and verified on oath before him, 
after which they might be returned to- the Examinator for his examina- 
tion and correaion, and entered in his books for the purpofes of compare 
with the notices and declarations, and allb to enable him to certify to the 
Accountant General quarterly the amount of charge againft the Collec- 
tor for his receipt of Auaion Duties during the quarter. 



GLASS BOTTLES. 

AN Afl paired m the year 1 pqy, by which a Duty was lirft imiiofed on 

c!lf “ut A bceiice from the 

lleaor of the Dillna, and once in every month to make entry on 
oath at the Exciie Office of tne number of Bottles, and the denomination 
thereof made withm Inch month, and to pay the Duty thereon within a 
fortnight after making Inch entry ; any Officer of the Revenue is thereby 
empowered, once in every month, on producing a written order, fivned 
by he Col leaor of the Diftricft, to enter any Glaft-houfe, and require the 
maker of Bottles, or his clerk, to produce all fuch books of account as 
Ihdll coiuain an entry of the number of Bottles made, and fuffer him to 
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It ap|)ears that the above-mentioned return is made to the Gauger of 
the walk, who inferts the amount of the duty in the general voucher re- 
turned by him to the Colledlor, the Manufacturer retains a duplicate of 
his own return, which he verifies on oath, and lodges with the Colledtor 
at the fame time that he pays the Duty. The only manufaflory of Gla'.s 
Bottles in Ireland, is fituaie in the Diftridl of Dublin, and the Revenue 
arifing therefrom, which has always been inconfiderable, appears to be 
on the. decline. Under the prefent Law, the charge of Duty is made to 
reft folely on the oath of the Manufadlurcr, or his clerk, as the examina- 
tion of the Manufafturer’s books, furniftied to the Officers of Excife, ap- 
jiears calculated to produce no other eftedl than an oftenfible correfjxind- 
ence between thofe books and the Manufadlurer’s return. 

Whenever the mnnufaclure of Glals Bottles fiiall become extenfive in 
Ireland, and the Revenue to l>e derived from it of lufficient moment to 
call for a change of fyftem, it may j)crhaps be proper to refort to a 
charge by furvey, fimilar to that which is praftifed in England. 



■ HIDES AND SEINS. 

IN 1794, it appears an Excife Duty was firft impofed on Hides and 
Skins tanned with bark, and in 1798, on certain Hides and Skins not 
tanned with bark. Thefe Duties were charged by the pound weight 
or by tale. 

In 1799, an afteffinent w'as fubftituted for the Duty on I licles and 
Skins tanned with bark, and an annual charge of gd. per cubic foot 
was impofed, in refpedl ot all Pits in W'hich bark was ufed for tanning, 
dcdudling thereout two-ninths of the whole contents of fuch pits, on 
account of the pits called latches, the amount of fuch charge to be paid 
in monthly payments of onc-twclfth part each. The Duties on Skins 
not tanned with bark continued to be levied as at firft impofed. Tanned 
Hides are declared by Law to be, Hides or Skins tanned in ouze made 
of the bark of trees or fumach. Hides and Skins drefled in oil to be, 
fuch as arc made into leather with oil, tvc. Tanners and Leather- 
dreflers, and Makers of \'ellum or Parchment, are required to give 
notice, and make a return in writing to the Collector of the Diftridt, of 
their names and places of abode, and of the premifes to be ufed by them 
for tannuig of Hides, dreffing of Skins, or making of Vellum or Parch- 
ment, and of the number and fituation of the Pits and Vats therein, 
refpeftively. 1 anners in bark are moreover required to return the num- 
ber of cubical feet contained in their Pits, intended to be ufed for tan- 
9* iiing with iiark. By an Aft jjafted in the year j8oo, they had the 
pow'er of difcontlnuiiig to work apart, not exceeding one-fourth of their 
Pits, for a term not lefs nor greater than fix months, and during that 
period to be exempt from a correfpondent proportion of the monthly 
charge, provided t:iat ten days previous notice had been given to the 
Commdfione.s of P-xcile, and to the Surveyor and Gauger of the w’alk 
in which their tan yards were lituate, IJiecifying the cubical content of 
97' each Pit or Vat intended to be difeontinued. By an Aft |>a(Ted in the 
j^car 1803, the power of dlfcontiiiuancc was limited to, fuch proportion 

of 
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of the Pits, as ftiall not exceed one-eighth part of the aggregate contents 
of the whole. After any diicontinuance, ten clays previous notice muft 
in like manner precede a recommencement to work with any of the 
pits fo dilcontinned. Tanners of Skins with fumach, or Dreflers of 
Skins in oil, and Makers of Vellum and Parchment, before they take out 
of the Pits any Skins or any Vellum or Parchment to be dried, are re- 
quired to give 48 hours previous notice to the Officer, who is direfted 
to attend and take an account of the number of Skins, and the pieces of 
Vellum or Parchment taken out to be dried, and the 'I'amicr, Drefler or 
Maker is, within two days, to make true entry with the Collcdor of the 
Dilfridi:, or the Surveyor and Gauger of the walk, of the number and 
quality of the Skins, and of the Vellum and Parchment fo taken out, 
and alfo of the purpofes for W'hich they are rcfpc 61 ively adapted, and for 
which they are intended to be ufed, and to verify fuch return upon oath, 
W'hich oath any Colledfor, Sul>Ccmmiffioner or Surveyor in His 
Majefty’s Revenue is empowered to adrainifler. We have reafon to aj)- 
prehend, however, that the adminiftering of this oath is in general but 
little attended to. Tanners and Dreflers of Skins, and Makers of Vel- 
lum and Parchment, before removal of any Skins, Vellum or Parch- 
ment, after the fame are dried, are required to give tw’o days previous 
notice to the Officer, for the puq>ofo of his attending in order to afccr- 
tain the Duties pavable, according as the fame are chargeable by w'eight 
or tale. After the Duties are fo afeertained, the Officer is to enter in 
the proper columns of his ftock-book, the number and quality, and 
(where a Duty per lb. is chargeable) the weight alfo of fuch Skins, Vel- 
lum and Parchment ; after making this entry, the Officer is to mark 
with the proper ftamp, each Skin, piece of Vellum and Parchment, and 
charge the fame with the Doty ; and within one month after fuch 
charge, if in Dublin, and two months if in the Country, the Duty is by 
law required to be paid. In pradtice, however, the charging Officers 
Icem to have deferred making any return of this charge until the end of 
the month, and then to have returned it with tl>e vouchers made out for 
liich Duties as are chargeable monthly. 

We called for an Account of the produce of the Duties on Hid«, 
Skins, &G. in each year fince the commencement of the Dutv, diftin- 
guilhing each fpecies, and fpecifoing the quantity thereof, as far as tlie 
fame could be made out ; in return, we received an Account, containing 
no fpecification of particulars from the time that the afleflment on the 
cubical contents of the Pits was impofed, and are given to underftand, 
that fin-ee that periocl, the Excife Accounts hav e blended the produce 
of the Afleflment with that of the Duty on Skins, Vellum and Parch- 
ment. However, from this Account we fowl, that the aggregate of the 
Duties piikl on Leather, ariling from the Afleffment on Tanners with 
bark, and the Duties on Skins tanned with fumach or drelfcd in oil, on 
an average of four years, ending 5th January 1807, w’as lefs than the 
]>roduce of thefe Duties in 1800 (the flrft year of the AlTeflrnent) by the 
fum of jC* 10,771. This great falling off in the produce of thefe Duties, 
cannot be aferibed to an increafed import of tanned Leather, which, on 
the like average of four years, we find to have been lefs than in 1800 by 
107,045 lbs., at the fame time that the import of !)ark was greater in 
1807 than 1800, a circuqiftance whicli feems to exclude the fuppofi- 

15. G tion, 
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tioi3, that. the manufacture of tanned Leather in Ireland has latterly 
App'^ N ' 10, II. . clecrealed. The import of dreffed Skins has perhaps of late -years in- 
creafed. The Duties, hmvever, on dreiled Skins have been -always too 
inconliderable. to. admit, that the decline of this branch of the trade 
Ihould ever materially afreet -the produce of the Leather Duties. We 
are therefore inclined to regard this deficiency, as the refult of greater 
expertnefs.in evading the AlTeirment, an evafion which feems much fa- 
cilitated by-the manner in which the collection of thls Duty is coiidudted ; 
A?p'N*’.6 & .12. the Tanners, inftead of making returns according to Law, of the fepa- 
rate content of each Pit, are permitted to return the aggregate contents 
of all that are. intended for regiftry, and in cafes of difcontinuaiice, to 
omit all Ipecification of, particulars, except the grofs dimenfions of the 
Pits, to which their notices apply, fo that a fuperior Officer at liis vifit, 
can have no means of afeertaining the truth of any notice, but bv a(5fual 
meafuremeut, an operation requiring both time and labour, where the 
.number of I'its is great. To obviate this defedl it might, we fulnnit, 
be defirable to have the feveral Pits chargeable with Duty, in refpedlof 
the AfleiTment, numerically diflinguiffied ; to require the fpeciflcation 
of .the number ai'.d cubical content of each to beinferted in the regifter ; 
tO' compel a cojiy thereof to be entered in the Ipecimen paper, and re- 
main in- the Taiuicr’s premifes, to be referred to by any viliting Officer, 
and another- coj>y to be entered in the Officer’s Rock-books. A like 
Ijpecification of number and contents ffiould be contained in every notice 
•of difcontinuaiice or recommencement, and copies of fuch notices from 
time to time entered, both in the fpecimen paper, and in the Rock-books, 
From the beR eRimate \ve can form, it feems probable, that the Duties on 
Skins do not at prelent , produce more than j(^.8oo. or jT. 900. per amium 
a fum conficlerably lefs than the produce in 1799, exclutling from die 
account the Duties on Seal Skins, which are uRially tanned in bark. It 
is to be apprehended, that the fmall proportions in which thefe Duties 
become due, may have rendered the Officers in charge, indifferent towards 
the colietRion.of them.; .and it may well be doubted, if at any time they 
have been fufficiently produdlive to warrant the expence of colledtion by 
fprvey. To have recourfe, therefore, to a pure Licence Duty, ffems 
peculiarly eligible in this iiiRance, and whatever may be the objedlions 
to the fyRem of pure Licence, with refpedl to the commercial intercourfc 
between this Country and Great Britain, it is to be obferved, that they 
apply to the Affeffment on the Pits, and that hitherto none of the incon- 
veniencies to be apprehended have been found to arife. The fecurity of 
the Excile Duties on Leather, would in Rich cafe require little more 
than the occalional vifits of Infpedling Officers, whofe duty would then 
be confined to a cumparifon of the regifler, or of <the notices of dlfcontl- 
iiuance or recommencement, as the cafe might be, with the Rate of the 
Pits ; and if fairly and Rridtly executed would, in the end, deter both 
the Traders and Officers in-charge, from further at-tempts at fraud or 

39 Geo. in. c. 39. collulion. NotwithRanding the Adi of the 39th of Geo. 3. continued by 

the Adt of 4oth'Geo. 3. c.9. aud by feveral further continuances, down to 
47Ceo. III. c. 48. including the 47th Geo. 3. impofing the Duty on Hides tanned with 
lec. 2. bark, by an Affelfment on the cubical contents of the Pits, in lieu of all 

40 Geo. III. c. 4. other Duties, yet by the 40th of Geo. 3. and its feveral continuances, 
47Ge^.in. c. 18 down to aud.induding the 47th Geo. 3., a Duty of i d. per lb. in lieu of 

al! 
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all Dutics-of Inland Excife and Taxes granted by any former A6ts, is 
impoled on all Hides tanned in Ireland, excepting certain enumerated 
defcriptions, amougft which Hides tanned with bark are not mentioned. 
It would appear, therefore, that thefe feveral Duty and AffelTment ASs, 
relpedtively, repealed each other ; neither the Officers of the Revenue, or 
the Traders, appear to have been aware of this ajrparent 'contradiction of 
.the Law, and the Duty by AlielTment alone has been levied ; but, if we 
are right in our conftruaion of the Atts, we beg leave to fubmit, that 
fuch an alteration Ihould be made, as will render the Law confillent with 
itfelf, and conformalile to the intentions of the Legillature. 



PAPER. 



PAPER manufaflured in Ireland was firft charged with a Duty of 
Excife, by an Aft palled in the year i 798, and by a fubfequent Aft of the 
fame -year was diftinguiflied into five Ibveral Claffes,of which the fourth 
included all Paper not coming under the other Claffes, and was fubjefl 
to the Duty of the lirll Clafs, at that time charged with zd. per lb.; the 
other Claffes were charged with Duty as follows— Paper of the fecond 
Clafs id., of the third Clafs id., of the fifth Clafs (if Pafteboard) lor. 
per cwt., if glazed Paper for hot-preffers yr, per cwt. The regulations 
contained m the laft-mentioned Afl are Hill in force, fo far as they are 
not 1 epealed or altered by two Afts paffed in the 40th and 47th years 
of the King, and thefe three now form all the ftatute regulations on this 
head. In pradlice, however, the Revenue Officers feem very early to 
have adopted a different diffinaioii of Claffes; and blending the firft and 
fourth together, to have know n only the denominations of a firft, fecond, 
third and fifth Clafs, and according to that divifion to have framed their 
books. ^ This reduaion of the Claffes was carried ftill further by the Aft 
paffed in the 47th year of the King, which admits every kind of Paper to 
be comprifed under three Claffes, viz. all Paper made of other materials 
than old ropes or cordage, from which the tar fhall not have been ex- 
preffed, to be of the firft Clafs; all Paper made of rope and cordage only 
(fuch as is above excepted) to be of the fecond Clafs ; and all Pafteboard, 
Millboard, Scaleboard, Sheeting Paper and Glazed Paper, to be of the’ 
third Clafs. \ ery foon after the commencement of this Dutv, at firft 
colleaed byfurvey only, the charge by Affcffment (already adopted in aid 
of thecolIccUon of all the moft i«orIuaive Duties of Excife) was applied 
to this, and Paper Maiuifaaurers were charged with the film of 
X-tfi. i^s. 41/. per month, as and for the Duty upon all Paper which 
might be produced within that time from an Engine of ftated dimenfions, 
unlefs the Duty to be computed on the Paper aaually made fhould ex- 
ceed that charge, in winch cafe fuch excels was alfo to be paid. It was 
alfo provided, that if the Manufadurer Ihould be charged with Duty by 
any monthly return, for a greater quantity of Paper than was aflually 
made within fuch month, he Ihould be allowed, at the dole of the year. 
Ip much of fuch excels as fhould not reduce the whole of tlie Duty 
wjthm the year, to lefs than the Duty on the quantity of Paper aaually 
made, or to Icfs than the fum chargeable on die Engine. Mamifaaurers 

employing 



38G««. IIT. c. 5. 
38 Geo. III. c. ly. 



40 Geo, ITI. c. 76, 
and 

47 Oeo. in. c. 38. 



Sofl. I, 



47 Geo. Iir.c. 38. 
Se& I. 



39 Ceo. in. c. 42. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




(Ireland.)— Seventh REPORT of the COMMISSIONERS [ExcHe, 
employing only one Vat of given dimenfions, and that folely in making 
the cheapeftClalS of Paper, were entitled toTurh an abatement as would 
not reduce the monthly chaj-ge below the twelfth part of /. roo., 
^vherever the Duties on the Paper adually made did not exceed that 
40 Geo, HI. e. 76. rate of charge. By an Aft of the year 1 800, this AlTefinient, in reipecl: 
of the Engine, was advanced to ^.20. i6r. Sd., u ith exceptiorrs and 
provillons fimilar to thole of the preceding year. The Duty per Ib. con- 
45 Geo. ni.-c. 19. tinued the fame till the year 1805, when Paper of the firft Ciafs, for 
which 2d: per lb, had been previoufly payable, was made fubjecl to a 
Duty of 3^/., and the Duties on all the otlrcr Clafles, with the exception' 
4jGeo,iir.e.io6. of Glazed Paper, which experienced no advance, were doubled. The 
AffelTment was, at the fame time, raifed to Sd. per month 

and a reduflion of that fnm to 13/. 4</. permitted, in refpeff of 

Engines folely employed with only one Vat, and in the manufacture of 
coarfeft Paper. The laft rife of Duty took place in the year i Soy, 
when Paper of the fecond Clafs, before charged with 2d. per lb., was 
made liable to the fame Duty as Paper of the fi'rll: Clafs, viz. with ^d. 
per lb., thereby making way for the cbfllfication already Rated to have 
‘^^Geo.ni. c. 38. been .introduced by an A61 of the fame year. This latter, belides the 
alteration made with refpefl to the Clafles, introduces alfo fome chano-e 
in the nature and amount of the AlfelTment, direfling it to be thenceforth 
compounded of an annual charge of £.200. in rcfpefl of every engine 
not exceeding twelve feet in length, five in breadth, and two in depth ; 
and a like charge of refpefl of every V'at or 'W'et-prefs, which 

. ' - ever fliould be moft in number, fuch Vat not exceeding the contents of 

a vefiel fix feet long, five feet broad, and four deep, to be paid in 
monthly proportions of £.16. 13J. ^d. for every Engine, and T. 12. lor. 
for every Vat or Wet-prefs, and in the fame proportion far any Engine 
or Vat of greater dimenfions than the above. The abatements therebv 
allowed to Manufaflurers whole Engines inany y'car are folelv employed 
in making Paper, fub^efl to the loweft Duty, i. e. Paper of the fecond 
Clafs, are limited to ^’.100. in refpefl of the Ertgine, and £.100. on 
every Vat or Wet-prefs, whichever fhall be mofl in number. Whenever 
the I>uty, chargeable on Paper by the weight, exceeds the charge by 
afTefTment, provifion is made for the payment of fuch excefs, by requir- 
ing the Officers in charge of Paper-mills, befides making a monthlv re- 
turn to the Collcflors of their refpeftive Diflrifh, of the Duty charge- 
able in refpefl of the Engines and Vats or Wet-prefles, to return alfo 
an account of the Duty chargeable in refpefl of all Paper weighed at 
filch Mills in the courle of the month, and to leave a copy thereof with 
the Manufafturer; and, for the purpofe of afeertaining the quantity made 
in each quarter of the year, every Paper-maker is required, after 'ten, 
and within twenty-eight days from the end of every fuch quarter, upon 
receiving forty-eight hours previous notice from the Officer in charge, 
on a day and hour to be therein appointed, to produce to the Officer ail 
1 aper of every clafs and denomination whatfoever made in the preceding 
quarter, and not duty weighed and included in the monthly Returns, in 
order that the lame may be weighed and charged ; and the Officers in 
charge are dircfled to make quarterly returns to the Colleflors of their 
Diflrifls of all Paper fo weighed and brotight to charge, and to lerve 
copies thereof on the feveral Manufaflurers, whereupon, if the quantity 

comprized 
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comprized in the quarterly Return, together with the quantity weighed 
within the laft preceding month, lhall exceed the amount of Duty 
chargeable for that month in refpca of the Engines and Vats or Wet- 
preffes, fuch excels becomes a fiircbarge on the Manufadurer; he may 
however fufpend the charge in relpca of the Engines and Vats or Wet- 
prelTes, for any time not lefs than-a. month, by giving fix days previous 
notice in writing to the Colleflor and Officer in charge of the Paper- 
mill, of the day and hour at which he intends to difeontinue workiiw; 
and if at any time found working after the hour mentioned in the notice 
of difcontinuance, he is fubjeft to a heavy penalty, and chargeable as If 
no difcontinuance had taken place, except when a notice of recom- 
mencement has been given with the fame formalities as are required for 
notices of difcontinuance : under the fame penalties alfo, the change 
from one clafs of the manufadure to another during any mouth is prohi- 
bited, as alfo at the commencement of any month, unleis a notice to that 
' effea has been ferved on the Officer in charge; Manufadurers are re- 
ftriaed from ufing or working their Vats, except between the hours of 
five in the morning and feven in the eVeuing. Slinutc-Books are alfo 
direded to be kept in every Paper-mill, in which the Maker is required 
to infert the number of Engines, Vats and Wet-prefles, from time to 
-time at work ordifeontinued.-the denomination of Paper, and thedaysoii 

■ which made, andwhen the fame was made upinto bundles, reams or parcels 
tobetveighed; and after the fame fhall have been weighed, to (|tecify therein 
its weight, clafs and kind, the duty thereon, and the days and times at 
which the weight was taken, and to whom, and for what purpofe any Paper 
lhall from time to time be fent out of his Mill; to keep his minute-book 
ready for the iufpeaion of any Officer of Excife, and deliver it to the 
Colledor of the Diftrid, tvithin ten days from the end of each quarter 

■ of the year. Permits arc requifite in the cafe only of Paper fent to 
Paper- ftainers, or Manufadurers or Makers of Paper-hangings or 
painted ordained Paper. If to thefe are added the regulations furniCied 

by the 38th and 40th Geo. 3d. for impofing a damp upon Paper tied u^i 38 Geo. in. c. a9.se 
in wrappers, and brought to charge, and providing by heavy [xaiakies 
againd a fecond ufe of tho Cime wrappers, and againft the removal of 
any Paper from the Mill before it litis been damped and charged with 
Duty, and requiring the Manufadtirer to make monthly entries verified 
■■by his oath, or that of his chief workmen, with the Colledor, of all 
Papers weighed out by him in the month, to takeout an annual licence, 
and previoufly to regider with the Colleflor a defeription of his' Pre- 
mifes, and of the feveral Engines and Vats with their refpcaive dimen- 
fions, and of the Preffes and Utenfils to be made ufe of for making Paper, 
we have dated all the material enaaments in force for the collcflion of 
this branch of the Revenue. It is probable that the amount of this Duty 
has been little influenced by the rate of Duty per pound, fiiice the charge 
has been impoled by Aflcliment; of this the increafed produce that im- 
mediately followed, and has from time to time kept pace with it, and 
the eafe with which the Duty chargeable by weight can be made to 
fqiiare with that which is payable by the AffelTmeiit, feem to furniffi a 
fiifficieiit proof. Although it appears by the annexed Return, that at 
■the end of nine years from its commencement, The-produce of this Duty 
15* has 
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••has been more than quadrupled, yet the general neg’igence of the 
14, Officers, in rcfpefl to fome of the moR important regulations, and the 
17. conclufiun to be drawn from the fees received l)_y them, will warrant tlic 
opinion tliat it is ftill imperfeftly colle<Red, and that its amount does not 
equal the fum that might be raifed at the prefent rates of Duty, if the 
whole quantity of Pajjer manufaftured could be duly weighed aiul 
brought to charge. It is not eafy topropofe a mode of col-ieiRion calcu- 
lated to produce liich an efFe( 5 t, with the fairefl: hope of advantage to tire 
Revenue, and in a manner leall vexatious to the Trader ; we are, how- 
ever, difjiofod to give a preference to that which is 4it prefent in ufe. If 
Licence Duty were, in compliance with a Manufadurer’s fuggeftion, to be 
fublUtuted, it may be true that a greater annual j^rocluce would in fome 
inftances he obtained, and that the exj)ence of furvey as at prefent con- 
duced might be greatly reduced; but there would be great danger, that 
the lefs opulent Manufadurers would be driven from the trade, and this 
Rjvenue be in the end entirely at the mercy of the few, whofe capital 
might enable them to continue it. 

Much difficulty, however, .muft always attend. the collcdion of a Duty 
by furvev, whereas in the preient inflauce, it is im])raclicable to obtain 
any very accurate account of the iiock that is fubjecl to it; the advan- 
tage therefore of abandoning the reliance on furvey alone cannot be dif- 
jnitcd, and the'fafeft covirfe appears to have been adopted, b}' blendiiig 
the fyftcm of furvev with the charge of AfTefTment, and fuperadding 
regulations, that if carried into execution feem calculated to be efficient. 
Of their prudicability, indeed, the refiftance they have met w'itb, 
and the fuccefs of that refiftance, might create confiderable doubt, if 
the grounds' of objedion made to them were not alio before us, in a 
Memorial prefentec! by the pLiper Manufadnrers to the Commiffioners of 
Excife, foou after thde regulations ..pafted into a -Law. The Memorla- 
lifts, after letting forth lb much of the 47th Geo. _^d. c. 38. fef ift. 
as relates to the minute-books, and the entries to be made therein, have 
ftated their objedious in this form, viz. “ That from the variety of pro- 
“ ceftes the Paper Manufiidure has to go through, and alfo from the 
“ great wafte unavoidably incurred in the courle of fuch proceftes, and 
“ bcfides, that the Ipace of a year or thereabouts elapfes from the com- 
mencement of the Manufadurc until the fame is completed, it is im^- 
“ poflible to make any true or fair entry of the quantity, or to fpecify the. 
“ days when made, according to the form inferted in the minute-book, 
“ until fuch time as the Paper is entirely made and fiuilhed, and tied up 
“ in bundles or reams. And that the Memorialifts were willing to do 
“ all in their, power in compliance with the Statute and the orders of tire 
“ Commiffioners, namely, to afeertain and truly ftate and make entries 
of the quantity, at fuch times as it ftiall be poffible to do fo, that is 
“ to fay, when the Paper is made and fmilhed.” And that they there- 
fore humbly prayed, that the Commiffioners would “ be gracimifly 
“ pleafci! to ilfue an order, dil]3enfing with their making any daily, 
“ w’eekly, or monthly eutries of the quantity of Paper made, or of t!:e 
“ days when made, only requiring entries to be made w'henfoever and as 
“ often as the Paper is made and fiuilhed, and the quantity thereof pof- 
“ fibie to be afceitaincd.” 

It 
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It is obfcrvabie, that althoush the pra£HcabIlitv of this order is onlv 
ia pai t impeachecl, that the obfervance of it has been entirely dlfre- 
garded, a confequence which neither the tenor of the Memorial, nor any 
acquielcence in the prayer of it, feems to warrant- The requifition on the 
part of the ManufaiRarcrs profeffes only to leek, that the entries made by 
them (hall be confidered as kifhcient, if initead of relating to the day when 
any quantity of Paper is “ made” they ha\e reference onlv to the time 
w-hen it is “ complete and finilhed,” and -gives it further to be underRood, 

'that fach account can only be had “ u’hen Paper is made up into reams 
“ or bundles.” Before Paper can be put together in this Riape, it is ne- 

• ccfl'arv that it be divided into quires, and it is in this Rate that we ap- 
prehend there would be no difliculty in afeertaining the quantity made, 

• and to this Rate that the regulations u’cre intended to a])ply, and not to 
any crude and unfiniRicd Rate of the manufadliire ; and we inuR add, 
that this too is the Rat-e in which the clandeRine removal can moR 
readily be effccied. The fame infufficient realoning, that is dilcloled in 
the Memorial, is called in to juRlfy the total difregard of that falutary 
iprovifion of the Law that dirc6ts all Paper, which at the end of every 

quarter of the year fhall have been made, but not brought to charge, 
i. e. according to what -we conceive to be the moR obvious conRruftion, 
made u]) into.quires, and ft to be .nut into reams or bundles, to be-.pro- 
duced to, and weighed off in the. prefence of the ORicer hi charge; 
whatever queRion may l>e made refpeiRing the interpretation of the Law, 
its praflicability in the view we take of the fubjedl cannot be denied, and 
to this view w’e fubmit that the letter of the Law, if necefiar}-, fliould be 
made ta conform; for, lolong as thefe regulations, rclpeiRing which it 
Teemed requilite to be thus j'ariicular, continue to be inoperative, the Ma- 
mifaftni'er will manage to keep up the agreement lb uniformly dbfervable 
between the monthly charge by AfieRcnent, and the Duties charged per 
posmd weight, whilft the difficulty of afeertaining in what cafes the 
conformity is the refult of fraud, will be prq^ortionably increaled. If App'h^i;. 
tiie confumption of fmugglcd Paper is not difputed, one objedtof this 
management is no longer doubtful, and we are left to infer, either that 
the ARcirment is inadequate, or that the power of difcontinuance has 
been abufed. For the fecurity of the Revenue againR abules of the 
liberty of diicontiiiuing, the Legiflature leems to have contemplated a 
fufficient provifon, in the previous notices that are required ; and, in 
order to render them effeclual, has diredled that they Riouid be .ferved 
at the office of the Col)e<Ror of the DiRrict (where alfo the regiRry of 
every Manufadlurer is clepofited) as well as on the OfRcers ifnmediately 
in charge. The pradlicc, liowever, appears to have been little con- 
fonant to the diredlions ; as from the returns made to us of the notices 
•of difcontinuance ferved on the Colleftor of Dublin county by Paper 
Manufadturers, we find,' on comparing them with the Rock-books, that 
this fervice has in many iuRances within the two laR years becn oraitted. 

The danger of omitting to ferve notices of difcontinuance upon the Col- 
ledtors, a.])radUcc which, as it has obtained in the county of Dublin, 
we conceive to be equally prevalent in the diRant DiRriRs, may per- App^NM^. 
‘Lsps be confidered as counterbalanced by tiie fervice on 'tlte Surveyor, 

• and 
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and on the Officer hi charge ; but when no memorandum Is made, either 
in the ftock-books, or fpecimen papers of the receipt of I'uch notices, 
nor any account of them required at the hands of the Surveyor, it is 
manifert, that by collufion with thofe Officers, the Manufaflurcr will 
be able to avoid the monthly charges, as often as the pretence of dlfcon- 
tinuance is not precluded by the accidental vifits of an Infpedling Officer, 
at the fame time that deteftion of the fraud becomes difficult ; if the 
Manufadlurer is found at work, he alledges the notice of difcontinuaiicc 
to have been abandoned, and the difcoveiy to be fought, by a reference 
to the daily entries of the Rock-book, is avoided, by fetting up the day 
of unlooked-for infpeftion, as the day of recommencement, and thus, 
however much fufpicion may be awakened, detedlion is eafily baftled. 
A danger analogous to this, and agaiiift which no fufficienr providon 
feems to have been contemplated by the Law, attaches to the liberty of 
abating the monthly charge, which is- permitted to Paper-makers, upon 
giving due notice of changing the employment of their Engines, from a 
higher to a lower Clafs of the manufa 61 :ure. In this cafe, although only 
a part of the Duty can be evaded, yet the fraud is more pracUcable than 
App* N° 15. by a pretended difcontinuance. The Officer in charge is the onlv perfon 
on whom the notice of fuch change is direfted to be ferved, and as the 
vifits of his immediate fuperior, the Surveyor, appear to have rarelv been 
App* N” 14. made ofteiier than once in the month, and thofe of Infpediors Rill lels 
frequently, information of fuch notices never reaches cither of thefe 
Officers, except accidentally, and by verbal communication ; the abate- 
ment therefoieof the -monthly chdrge, to the extent of half the Duty, is' 
altogether in the power of the Gauger, uiilefs in cafes when he happens- 
. to be controuled by his entries in the Rock-book, a practice calculated 
to afford a moR beneficial check, if it were uniformly obferved. The 
lervice of notices of difcontinuance Riould not only be rigidly enforced, 
but the receipts Ihould be inRantly noted in the fpecimen papers and 
Rock-books by the Gauger, and the communication formallv acknow- 
ledged on the fij R opportunity, by the Surveyor’s Ribfcription to the 
entry both in the fpecimen paper and Rock-book, by which means, not 
only would collufion between thefe Officers and the Trader be checked, 
but the advantage of fubjefling. this' branch of the Officer’s duty to the 
farther revifion of the Examiner of Surveyors and Gauger’s books would 
be fuperadded. The fame regulations Riould alfo, we think, be apj-ilicd 
to the notices of change from one Clafs of the manufa 61 ure to another, 
for which purpoie- it will be rcquiftc that a correfponclent- alteration of 
the Law Riould precede the neceflaiy iiiRruclions to the Officers. 
With rcfpeiR to the regiRry of the MamifaRurer's concerns, required to 
be returned to the Colle( 51 or, a fimilar laxity feems to have j)re\-ailed : in 
many iiiRanceswe obferve the return of them to have been totally omitted, 
and, where not altogether omitted, that the entries have contained no 
fjiccifcation of tlie dimcnfioiis either of Engines or Vacs, and have coii- 
fequently lieen altogether infufficient to furiiifli that Officer with any 
check upon the charges incurred. The danger acc.-uing from this de- 
feflive form of- regiRry is indeed partiallv, but Rill very imperfefllv, 
App* N’ 14. femedied by the Rock-books, which Ijiecifying oiilv the dimendons of 
. the Engines, aiidomiuuig tbofe.-of the Vat?, have ail cemparlfon of, or 

V check 
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check upon the charges, fo far as their amount is affeiflen by the dimenfiona 
of the latter, at the diferetiou of the Surveyor only, whofe duty it is to take 
an account of the raeafure, but who is not, it feems, expected to commu- 
nicate it, in the ordinary courle, to any Superior whatever. Ry furnifhing 
the Colledlor* with entries of the Engines and V'ats, and of their 
dimenhons, the Legiflature appears to have intended, that this Officer, 
as he is charged with the receipt of the Duties, Ihould be in poffeffion of 
flich documents as would enable him to fee that they were corre6Hy 
charged ; but fo long as the regiftry is made in the prefent defe£Iive 
form, that objefi is entirely defeated. That prevailing ignorance of the 
Officers in refpe^l to their duties (which we have had fo fi'equent occa- 
lion to remark in the courfe of our enquiries into the cclleition of the 
Excife Revenue, and neceflarily refulting from the want of a regular di- 
gefted form of inftrudions) is an obfer\'ation applying with much force 
to our prefent fubjedt, as we found the Officer in charge of the principal App* 14. 
Paper furvey of Ireland, not only difregarding many of the provifions of 
the Law, but abfol'utely ignorant of their exiftence. In furnifhing the 
Officers with inftruflions, more efpecially thofe who are in fubordinate 
fituations, it can rarely be fufficient to fupply them with the Adis of Par- 
liament; the Law is frequently to be gleaned only from an attentive 
comparifon of feveral ftatutes, and will often require the exertion of 
greater knowledge and experience than is ufually found in men of their 
•Ration. Upon them, therefore, we feel difpofed to fix the leaft part of 
the blame that attaches to an overfight in the mode of charge feeming 
to have univerfally prevailed, viz. the omiffion of making any entry in App* N* 14. 
the Rock-books, fpecimen papers or vouchers (in like manner as the En- 
gines and Vats are entered) of the number of Wet-prefTes in life, notwith- 
Randing that the charge of Duty is to be computed on the Engines and 
Vats, “or Wet-preffes," which ever Riall be the moR in number, ufed 
in any month. The fame excufe of ignorance or mifunderRanding may 
alfo be made, for fome inaccni acies that have occurred in apportionino- 
the Duty to the different clafTes of Paper, as the original diRindlion of a 
firR, fecoiid, third, and fifth ClafTes, continues to beprefeiwed in the Rock- 
books and vouchers, although that claffification has been long at an end. 

But as we are given to underRand that A-ouchers of a more appropriate 
form have been lately framed, and are already partially adopted, we do 
not feel ourfelves called upon for any further obfervation, than that we 
truR that the general ufc of an InRrument conformable to the provifions 
of the Law, and -on which the legality of the charge depends, will no 
longer be delayed. 



PAPER HANGINGS. 

BESIDES the Duty which , we have juR Riewn, is charged upon the 
article before it leaves the place of Manufacture, Paper is fubjefl to a 
furtlier Duty when printed, painted or Rained, to ferve for Paper-hang- 
ings. I he firR Rep towards impofing a Duty on Paper printed, 
painted or Rained, was taken fo early as the year 1785, when perfons 
making Paper-hangings for lale, or dealing therein, w’ere required to ^ 
take out an annual Licence, and pay zoj. for the fame; fmee which 
* 5 * E time. 
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Geo. 111 . c. 28. 



45 Geo. III. e. ic6. 



time, the coft of a Licence to manufaftnre, has been raifed to j^.5, and 
the coftof a Licence to deal in Paper-hangings to ;^.2. 

No Duty was dire^lly impofed on the article itlelf nmil the year 
1797, when \d. per fquare-yard, to be paid by the Printer, Painter or 
Stainer, was laid on Paper-hangings ; and certain regulations, which 
remained without any material alteration or addition till 1805, were 
enaded to facilitate the colledlion of the Duty. 

By the Adt of 1805, which was made perpetual by the 47 Geo. 
feff. I. c. 38, fo far as it relates to Paper-hangings, no perlbn can 
print, paint or flain any Paper in Ireland to ferve for Hangings or other 
ufes, without having taken out a Licence to manufadture Paper-hang- 
ings for fale, duly granted and ftamped according to Law, the Paper- 
ftainer, before obtaining fuch Licence, is to enter into bond with two 
lufficient fureties in a penalty, after the rate of;^.25 for each tabic, for 
llamping Paper-hangings intended to be kept, conditioned for the pay- 
ment of all I'uch fums as fhall be chargeable and charged on fuch peribn 
tor the Duties on Paper printed, painted or ftained. The Paper-ftaincr 
is alfo to deliver to the Coiledlor of the Diftridl: an account in writing, 
containing his name, place of abode, and the place u'here his manufac- 
tory is fituate, the number of tables for flampiug, printing, painting or 
tabling Paper-hangings intended to be kept or ufed, and the feveral 
rooms and places wherein any part of fuch bufinefs is to be carried 
on, or wherein any materials for luch bufinefs are to be kept orftored j 
all fuch tables, and every fuch room and place, to be diftiuguifiied by 
feparate numbers, relating to each, in arithmetical progreffion, begin- 
ning with number one. The Paper-flainer is prohibited under a penalty 
of ^.10, and the forfeiture of the Paper, from keeping any Paper fit for 
Paper-hangings, or any printed, painted or ftained Paper, in any other 
than the regiftered rooms. He is alfo prohibited from receiving any Pa- 
per, other than in whole reams or bundles, and in the lame covers and 
wrappers in which the Paper was charged with Duty, when in the hands 
of the Paper-maker ; all fuch Paper, on its receipt, is to be depofited 
in a room or rooms to be kej>t for that purpofe ; and, on the out- 
fide of the door or door-s of which, refpeaively, fliall be painted, 
“ Firft Account Room;” within twenty-four hours after receipt of the 
Paper, the Paper-ftainer is required to give notice to the Officer in 
charge, of the quantity of Paper received, and the Officer is forthwith to 
proceed to take an account of the quantities and dimenfions of all fuqh 
Paper, and to mark and ftamp the outfide wrappers and covers of every 
bundle and ream, to denote that fuch account had been taken of fuch 
Paper. The Paper-ftainer is further required to enter in a book, to be 
kept by way of debtor and creditor, an account of all Paper received 
into, and of all Paper removed out of, the Firft Account Room, and to ftate 
fer wlmt purpole the Paper had been removed ; the book to be produced 
at all times on demand to any Officer of Excife ; and if any deficiency lhall 
at any time appear in the quantity of Paper in the Firft Account Room, 
not accounted for by the entries in the book, the Officer is to charge the 
PapeF-ftainer with I^ty on, the Paper fo deficient, as if it had been acftnallv 
printed, painted, or ftained. The Paper-ftainer is required, within fevcii 
days after the 29th of September, zftR December, 25th of March, and 

24th 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




19 



Au^ions, &c.] ON FEES, GRATUITIES, &c. 

24th June in every year, to deliver the aforefaid book to the CoUcdtor 
of the DiEri6l, and to verify the contents thereof upon oath. -Before 
any Pa|>er is taken out of the wrapper or cover in hich it was received, 
for the purpofe of printing, ])ainting, or ftaining, it muft be removed from 
the “ Firft Account Room” into another room, on the door of which 
fhall be painted, “ Second Account Room;” but before the removal of 
the Paper, the Paper-Rainer is to give tu enty-four hours notice to the 
Officer in charge, of the day and hour, and of the quantity of Paper 
intended to be removed; the Officer is required to attend accordinglv, 
and fee the Paper removed, of which he is to take a “ Second Account’” 
and to mark and Ramp each fhect or piece of Inch Paper ; and if any 
deficiency ffiall at any time appear in the quantity of Paper, fo marked 
or Ramped, in the Second Account Room, that ffiall not be accounted 
for by the quantity of Paper actually printed, painted or Rained, and 
charged with Duty, the Officer is to charge the Paper fo deficient with 
Duty, as if it had been actually printed, painted oi- Rained. Before any 
Paper, whether conlifling of feveral Iheets paRed or joined together, or 
a fingle flieet, is printed, painted or Rained, the Paper-Rainer is required 
to ffiew fuch piece or (heet of Paper to the Officer in charge, who ffiall 
take an account of the fame; and if he finds that every Rieet is marked 
and Ramped as before-mentioned, he is to raeafure the flteet or piece, 
and mark it at both ends with “ a Frame Mark,” denoting the meafure. 

As foon as any Paper is printed, painted or Rained with any colour, the 
Officer is required to take an account of the fame, and to Ramp or feal 
every piece of fuch Paper, confiRing of more Rieets than one (or every 
Rieet where only fmgle flieets arc coloured) at both ends, with a Ramp 
or leal, to denote that the Duties have been charged, and to fign his 
pame thereto, and the year and day of the month when fuch figiiature 
Riall be made ; and any printed, painted or Rained Paper, found convey- 
ing from any Paper-Rainer, without having thereon the Duty Stamp at 
both ends, fubjeth the Paper-Rainer to a penalty of £,.20. and feizurc 
of the article. 

The Paper-Rainer is required, within ten days after the expiration of 
every month, to make a Return on oath to the Colledior of the quantity, 
in fqiiare-yards, of the Paper adually jirinted, painted or Rained by him 
within the month next preceding, and of the number of tables uRd by 
him at any time within fuch month. 

By an A6t of 1805, the Duty per fquare yard was advanced from 45060.111.0.19. 
id. to id. and by another AiR pt the fame year, the principle of fecuring 45 Oeo. iii. c. 106. 
a certain fum by ARcRinenc was firR applied to this Duty, and Printers. 

Painters and Stainers of Paper, to Icrve for Hangings, were fubjefted to a 
charge of 4. 3. 4. per month, upon every table ufed within the 
month, for the purpofes of their trade, unlefs the Duty per fquare-yard 
on the quantity of Paper, adually Rained within that period, fhould give 
a greater amount, witli liberty however of diicoutinuing their liability 

the monthly charge, on giving proper notice, and uncovering their 
tables, provided that the Duty chargeable in any year fliould not by fuch 
difcontinuance be reduced to a lefs lum than ^.12. 10. per annum on 
each table ; this rate of AlTeffiiicnt has remained, but the rale of Duty 
per fquare-yard was, by an Aa of the laR year, lowered to i\d. and 

thereby 
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thereby made equal with the Duty charged on the fame commodity in 
England. 

The annual receipts' of Duty on Paper-hangings have varied con- 
fiderably; and although, as appears by the Return in the Appendix, 
Ibmewhat increafed within the laft two years, in which alone the charge 
by AfTeffment had full operation, have not exceeded the liim of 
j^.1,574. 4.. of. This ium, when reduced by the expence of colleftion, 
which in the Dublin Diftridl alone employs one Surveyor at a falarv of 
jT. 130. and four Gaugers at a falary of from ^.80. to £. 120 . would 
fcarcely compenfate for the trouble of collefling, if further produce was 
not to be expected from improved attention and management. The 
opinions, however, of the moft relpeftable perfons of the trade, as well as 
the inferences refulting from the various frauds that appear to be pradlhed' 
againft the colleflion of this Duty, feem to warrant the prefumption, that 
no inconfiderable proportion of it is now loft to the Public. It feems to 
have been the pradlice of the Officers in charge of Paper-ftainers, to fuffer 
them to keep in ftore the pieces that were grounded for ftaining (that is, 
in an unfiniftied ftate, with the ground or 6rft colour only laid on) for' 
many months, and to forbear charging the Duty on them until the 
ftaining was completed, and frequently until the Paper was to be expofed 
for fale. This permiftiou is in diredt oppofition to the regulations of the 
45th Geo. III. c. 106, requiring, that as foon as any Paper fliall be 
printed, painted or ftained, it ffiould “ be marked and charged with 
“ Duty.” It is certain that fuch a relaxation of the Law cannot be 
continued without hazard, as by favouring an accumulation of ftock, it 
renders the detedlion of fraud more difficult. 

The provifions of the Acft of 1 805, for regulating the manner in which 
an account of all Paper taken into ftock by Paper-ftainers ftiould be kept, 
if duly and faithfully executed both by Trader and Officer, would go fome 
length to prevent evafions of this Duty ; we how-ever learn that thefe 
regulations have been totally difregarded both by the Traders and the 
Officers ; but even if they had been carried into execution, their efficacy 
would very much reft on the dependance that could be placed on the 
verification of the accounts of the Paper taken into ftock, which is required 
to be made quarterly before the Colledor; and when we find that the 
oath which the law requires to be taken by the Trader on delivering in 
his monthly Return is feldom adminiftered, or if adminiftered, done in 
fuch a manner, as that a Trader of fome eminence declared to us, he did 
not conceive he was taking an oath, we fear that no great reliance can be 
placed on thefe verifications, and that other guards muft be reforted to. 
With refpe61 to the general execution of their duties by the Officers em- 
ployed in the colle6lion of this Duty, we have to notice that prevailing 
ignorance which originates, as well from too great inattention to their 
competency at the time of admiffion, as from the negleft to furnifli them 
•with the necefiary books of inftru£lion. On the ill conlequences of fuch 
omiffion we have had frequent occafion to remark, and have found them 
fully exemplified in the ignorance of the Gaugers and Surveyors in 
charge of the colledlion of this Duty, who were in many inftanceS 
incapable of explaining the entries of their own books ; of which the 
uncorreffed errors and contradidiions would warrant the prefumption, 

that 
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that they, whofe duty it was to examine and to check, them, were 
either indifFereiit to or not more conv'erfant with the lubjeil. In ex- 
cufe for thefe dcfefls, it cannot be alledged that the regulations are 
difficult to be underltooJ, nor that they are new to the department. 

The frauds on this branch of the Revenue are committed, cither by pro- 

curing Paper to be fraudulently marked with the Officer’s Ramp, by 

counterfeiting the impreffion of the Ramp, or by ielling Paper unmarked 

with any Ramp whatever. The latter pradlice both is, and we arc 

aware may be carried on to a certain extent, in defiance of the utmoft 

exertion to fupprefs it, more efpecially in obfcure places, and by the 

pooreR claffes of fociety ; with relpedt to this, therefore, w’e have only 

to recommend, that aflivity and diligence on the part of the Officers 

ffiould be encouraged and enforced. The other two can feldoin be ac- 

compliffied but by connivance with or through the inattention of the 

Officers in charge, who, as we are informed, frequently imprefs the 

Ramps without troubling themielves to afcertain the number of ffieets fo 

Ramped, in any other manner than from the declaration of the Trader ; App» n» 2 %. 

frequently forbear to charge the Duty on Rich as have been Ramped, App’ N° 19& 

or Ramp them with iuch haRe and negligence as to render the mark 

iiidiRinguifhable from the coarfeR imitation ; and not unfrequently fuffer 

the Stamp to remain in the Trader’s hands to be uRd at his dilcretion. 

The only pradlicable check to the commiffion of thefe frauds (for w.e 
-abandon ail idea of fubjefling Paj>er-hatigings to a Stamp Duty during 

• the continuance of an Afieffinent in refpeiR of the tables) is we appre- 
hend to be found in the propofal, for affifling the regulations now in App* N*22. 
force, by conRning the Paper-Rainers to the ufe of Elephant-paper only 

. for Raining, and by making him accountable for Duty on all Rich received 
into his Rock. The Notices and Permits w'hich hitherto appear to have 
have had fo little effeft, could then, by comparifon with the entries of 
the Rock-book, efFeflually determine the quantity of raw Rock that 
•ought at any time to be on hand, and would at the fame time give a 

• confiderable check to the praiRice of putting up unRained Paper, and 
colouring it upon the walls, for the purpofe of evading the Duty. From 

. the evidence before us, we are inclined to think that no objeftion. to this App* N* 19& 12. 
-propolal can be founded, either on the nature of the Paper-Rainers trade, 
or the price of the article he is accuflomed to make ufe of! Both 
Elephant and Lapping-paper may be, and it feems are manufactured of 
equally inferior qualities, and the diffierence in price is counterbalanced 
by the advantage in dimenfions. The Lapping might be confined to 
the ordinary puq)ofes of interlining, &c. ; and if under any peculiar 
circumflances the ule of Elephant ffiould be requifite, it might be per- 
mittee!, on giving Ipecial notice to the Officers in charge, in order that 
they might look to the due difpofalof it. Such regulations it is urged, App^ 22^ 
together with a provifion requiring the frame mark to be carefully and 
diRiiiClly imprefTcd (lo as to be at once difcernable) and to contain the 
name of the Trader cn whofe account it was tifed, would both enable and 
compel, the Officer to keep an effeClual check on the licenfed Paper- 
Rainer, and affiR in the detedlion of the unliceiifed, whofe praClices arc 
alike injurious to the intcreRs of the Revenue and the fair Trader ; under 
Rich regulations, the prefent fyRem of charging the Duty by a monthly 
15. F ' Affeirment. 
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AficfTment, according to the number of tables worked within any 
month, might admit of fome relaxation, and Paper-ftainers mi<yht be 
relieved from a mode of charge which-theyrej)refcut as vexatious and bur- 
thenlome, alledgiag that they are frequently .precluded from employing at 
the tables workmen for whom they happen to have no other occupatfon, 
fines, if a new table be fet at work, a whole month’s charge is incurred, 
though a few days only fliould be wanting to conclude the mouth ; and 
.again, if in other parts of their bufmefs an addition of hands were re- 
quired, they cannot be taken from the tables, witliout the danger, under 
•the monthly Aireflment, of incurring a charge of Duty, that would 
exceed the rate of vj. per fquare-yard upon the Paper aaually made. In 
lieu of this AlTeflrnent, in its prefent fhape, the Traders whom we have 
■examined, concur in propofmg the fublHtution of an independant charge 
•by way .of Licence, to beimpofed on all Stainers of Paper, to be payable 
an iuch proportions, and at luch intervals as the .prefent charge by 
AfielTment; and that no perfon, intending to follow the occupation 
honehly and confeientioufly, would have reafoii to complain, if iuch 
Licence Duty were fixed at 100 per annum. How far this opinion 
is rightly formed, fo far as it regards the lower clafs of Traders, we do 
not feel competent to determine ; but we apprehend that this or fome 
•fimilar regulation might be adopted, without incurring additional rilk; 
fince the facility -with which the tables of Pajier-fbaincrs are prepared 
and again uncovered, that is rendered apparently unfit for ufe, wiU 
always render the Rate in which they may be found at the Officer’s vilits, 
a very imperfedtand fallible criterion of the charge that mar have been 
incurred, and give conftant opportunities of converting the notices of 
-difcontinuance to infiruments of extenfive fraud. 



TOBACCO. 

AN Excife Duty of one Shilling in the pound fterIing,-on the value of 
all T obacco imported, to be paid by the firft purchafer from the Importer, 
or by the Importer, if a retailer or confumer, formed a part of the here- 
ditary Revenue of Excile granted to the crown in the reign of 
Charles II, 

Tobacco was alfo fubjedl to a Cuftom Duty after the fame rate, and 
by an Adi of 7 Will. 111 . impofing an additional Import Excife Duty of 
per Ih. weight, it was declared, that under any previous Adi, no 
greater lum than 2^/. per lb. weight, had been or was payable, on any 
account whatfoever on Tobacco imported into Ireland. In confequence 
of the inconvenience attending the mode of levying the Import Excile, 
an agreement was concluded in 1679 between certain wholefale import- 
ing Merchants, and the Commiffioners of the Revenue, by virtue ofia 
power contained in their jjatent, that prompt payment fliould be made 
of the Import Excile, and additional Duties by the Importers, in confi- 
deration of an allowance of^T.io. per cent, of the Duties on Wines and 
Tobacco, and of jT, 6. per cent, of the Duties on all other goods. 

The advantages rel'ulting, both to the crown and the lubjedl, from this 
grraiigement, which was at firft temporary, and extended only to luch 

Importers 
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Importers as were parties to the agreement, led to its becoming general, 
and to its being continued with mutual confent. 

Importing retailers and conhimers were however excluded from the 
benefit of this agreement, and continued to make prompt payment of the 
Excife Duties chargeable on their importations. 

In 1783 all Duties of import were required to be paid down in ready 
money without any allowance, except for Wines unfilled; and in order 
to reconcile the wholefale Importers to this meafiire, and maintain the 
diftinflion that had hitherto exified between them and the importing 
retailers, an additional Import Duty of per cent, was imj>ofed, 
payable by the latter on all articles except Sugars. This Duty on retail- 
ers was difeontinued in 1802, revived in 1804, and again difeontinued in 
i8o5,fiuce which time it has altogether cealed. 

By the 19th and 20th Geo. III. the importation of Tobacco was pro- 
hibited, except into certain Ports therein enumerated ; and provilion was 
made to enable the Importer to warchoule all liich Tobacco, and after 
payment of a certain proportioti of the Duty thereon, to give bond for 
the remainder. 

In 1785, an Inland ExcHe Duty was firfi; impofed on manufaflured 
Tobacco in Ireland, amounting to zd. per lb. weight. 7 'obacco was 
likewife fubjefted to a Duty of \od. per lb. to be paid down on impor- 
tation, or .of lid. in cafe of its being warehoufed. 

The rate of thefe Duties has varied from time to time ; In 1804 a 
Cuftom Duty of ^d. Britifli ])cr lb. was im[X)fed upon unmanufactured 
Tobacco, and an Excife Duty of c)d. Britifli per lb. exceeding by about 
6d. per lb. the highefl aggregate IDuty ever before impofed upon Tobacco 
in Ireland, In i B07, zd per lb. was transferred fi'om the Cuftom branch 
of this Duty. to the Excife, but the total rate per lb. remained the fame. 
NotwithRanding this transfer of a part of the Cuftom Duty to the Excife, 
and the difficulty of carrying on a contraband trade during a Rate of war, 
it appears that the confumption of Tobacco in Ireland, eftimated by the 
quantity manufactured and charged with Duty, has on an a%orage of four 
years ending 5th January 1808, compared with an average of four years 
ending 5th January 1804, decrealed by 1,411,502 lbs. .; and we are in- 
formed that the linoggler, for whofe riik the evafion of the Cuftom 
Duty fuice its reduiftion proves an iufufficient compenfation, receives a 
fhare of the profits drawn from the evafion of that of the Excife. 

The correctnefs of this information is ftrongly fupported, if we advert 
to the i'educed prices at which the iVlanufivSlurcrs in Ibme parts of the 
country oau afford to fell, and to the places which that rednftion prin- 
cipally pervades. It is therefore to be feared, that fo long as the prefent 
high I'ate of Duty, whether under the name of Import, or Excife, fliall 
continue to prelent luch temptations, no elFeflnal prote6iioa can he 
furnilhed agaiuft the jierfeverance and enterprize of the illegal Importer ; 
the extent of the injury Iiowever both to the Revenue and fair Trader, 
might be confiderubly d^miiiiflied, by a greater degree of attention to the 
due and conftant cm.ployment of the different ve&ls and rruizci s in the 
fervice of the Revenue; but notwithftamllng the iticreafing cxpence of 
this eftablilhment to the Public, which, exclufivc of the Office of the 
Inl]ie6lor of Cru.zers, amounted in ihc vear ending 5th January 1808. to 

^.46.820.3.7'. 
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4.6,820, 3. 74. no cfFeaual meafures feem to have been taken for 
this important purpofe by the Board, under whofe immediate direaion 
and eontroul theCe veffels are placed ; as it appears that on an average of 
4} years, ending Oflober 1807, they had remained more than two-thirds 
of that time in Port. 

When a confiderable portion of tlie Revenue derived from Tobacco, 
was rendered dej>endant on the due colleftion of die Duty of Excile, it 
became necenUry to watch the manufafture and confumptiou of the 
article, by a fyftem of ftriift furvey, as much with the view of guardino- 
againft the circulation of Imuggled Tobacco through the interior of the 
country, as to fecure the payment of the Excile Duty on fuch as had 
been legally imported. For the attainment of thefe objects, the Law 
prohibits any perlbn to manufadure Tobacco without having been 
previoufly liccnletl for that purpofe. This Licence is granted by the 
Collector of Excife of the Diftriit in which the Manufai^urcr refuies, on 
his producing the proper ftarap required by the Aft of the 45 Geo. III. 

. Ihewing that he had paid the Licence Duty, and giving bond with two 
• fufficient iccurities, conditioned to pay the Excife Duties. 'Fhe Manu- 
faaurer likewife receives from the Colleiflor a Certificate of his belno- 
iicenled, which is figiicd by a Commilfioner ofExcife, and by the Reoifter 
General of Tobacco. 

On every purchale of unmanufaaured Tobacco by any Manufaflurer, 
he is lequired to protluce this Certificate to the Importer or other Seller, 
who is-direaed to indorie thereon the number of packa^s fold, alfo the 
marks, uumbei's and weight of each, theplace from whence imported, the 
time when, the name of the Ihip in which the fame was imported, the 
time when the Import Duty thereon was paid, the name of the perfon 
to whom, the lame was fold, and the time of fuch lale. On the pro- 
uuaion of this Certificate, with llich indorfements figued by the feller of 
the Tobacco, or by his known Clerk, to the permitting Officer, he is 
authorized to grant a Permit for the removal of the Tobacco intO' the 
Rock of the piirchaler, Ipecifying on fuch indorfement the date and 
number of the Permit, and the place where the lame w'as granted, and 
•hgning his name thereto. . 

When a package of Tobacco is received by any Manufacturer, it is the 
dut) of the Officer in charge of the walk, to examine and compare the 
marks and numbers thereon, with the marks and other particulars con- 
tained in and indorfed on the Permit, and with the indorlements on the 
Certificate of Licence, and in cafe of their agreement to fign the latter, 
and grant a Certificate in lieu of the Permit. The ManufaiRurer is pro- 
hibited from opening any package of Tobacco, except in the prelence of 
an Officer of Elxciie, unlels he IhoukF neglect to attend, after receiving 
24 hours notice for that purpofe. It is the duty of the Officer to attend 
on receipt of every Inch notice, to charge the Excife Duty on the whole 
contents of fuch package when opened, and to return the amount thereof, 
and the name of the perlbn chargeable therewith, to the Colleflor of the 
DiRridt; and within feven days after the package has been opened, the 
Manufadlurer is required to pay the Excife Duty. 

NotwithRanding thefe regulations were well calculated to fecure the 
payment of the Excile Duty on lobacco -legally imported, the evafion 

of 
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of them is Rated to have been found praaicable in two ways. iR. By 
procuring Licences in the names of fiaitious |>erfons, and on fiaitious 
tecurities ; and adly, by pretending the lofs of the Certificates of Licence, 

Although the Returns of the Importer fhew a regular falein both inRances, 
they cannot be made to eftablllh a charge agaiiiR the purchaier ; as in 
the one he is a feigned perfon, and in the other can fereen himlelf from 
payment, by iiififtiiig that the Certificate has been fraudulently ufed, while 
out of his pofiefiion. But fuch frauds cannot be extenfive in their opera- 
tion. Ihe Colle«Ror, whofe duty it is to make himfclf acquainted with 
the circumilance and fituation of each perfon applying for a Licence, and 
with the folvency of the fureties, may in a fingle inftance be deceived, 
and licenfe a fuSIitious perfon ; but a frequent and fiiccefsful recurrence 
of fuch impofitions, could only be imputed to neglefi ; and in order to 
render Manufa( 5 hirers more careful of their Certificates of Licences, and 
preclude the pretence of their being loft, the due return and produ6Hon 
of them according to Law, at the clofe of the year, might be made a part 
of the condition of their bonds. 

On openuig any package of Tobacco, the Manufadturer is required to 3T m. c. 42. 
ftate in writing to the Officer, the quantity intended for each lj>ecies of 
mamifadlivre, and it is the duty of the Officer to have each parcel 
weighed in his prefetice, before any part ftiall be worked, or put in cafe, 
or be ftripped from the ftock or lpun, and to take and keep an account 
thereerf’. 

In Ireland Leaf Tobacco is commonly manufa 6 tured into Rolls, de- 
nominated according to their quality, either Cane or Pigtail (which latter 
is made finer Tobacco); and into Snuff; but it is the praftice of Manu- ' App' N* 3t. 
fa6lurers dealing extenfively in Snuff, to manufadlurc Tobacco intended App‘N»26. 
for Snuff, alfo into Rolls, by which means they are enabled to preferve a 
large quantity ready for ufe, without the hazard of its being injured. 

While the Leaf Tobacco is in a ftate of preparation for either Rolls or 

Snuff, it is faid to be in cafe, and the Manufacturer is required to lav all 37 ceo. m. c. 4s. 

Tobacco intended to be put into cale, in w’ooden frames or boxes called 

Cafes, which -he is dire6led to provide for that purpofe, and to place the 

fame therein in the day-time, in the prefence of the Officer, immediately 

after weighing, and not to add thereto, or take out and ropack, unlefs in 

his prefence. Notwithftanding thefe provifions, it appears that the App' N“ 32, 

Officers are never prefent when theTobacco is put in or taken out of cafe ; 

a^id that though the ufe of frames is calculated to afford them confiderable 

aid in detedling fraudulent increafes, the Tobacco denominated in cafe is App' N* 332c 34, 

generally penmitted to lie in heaps or loofe parcels on the floor. 

In CKCufe for this difobedience to the Law, an inferior Officer allcdges, 
that k could not be enforced without confiderable injury to the Manu- App* N* 3+. 
fe^Iuref, as Tobacco is liable to become damaged by being clolely packed, 
particularly in warm weather; but this reafon feems inapplicable to 
Tobacco in Snuftcafe, as when intended for Snuff it is generally prepared 
in large quantities, and requires a confiderable degree of fermentation to 
render it fit for that purpofe; and if the reafon be applied to Tobacco in 
cafe for Roll, it is met by the confideration, that the Manufadlurcr can 
Kgulate its quantity and continuance in that ftate at his option, and if 
he finds it neceffarv, is empowered by Law to unpack it in the prelence 
^•5- G of 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




z6 

37 Geo. III. 



App* N" 

App* N* 
Ibid. 



Brit.Afl.ia* 

C.68. fee. 



(Irelaiul.)— REPORT op the COMMISSIONERS [Exclfe. 

of the Officer. In concluding thefc obfervations, it feems fcarcely ne- 
ceffiiry to remark on tlie impropriety of fubordiiiate Officers venturing 
to difpenfe with the obedience due to the regulations of the Law. 

:. 42 . When the mauufa61ure of any Tobacco put in cafe, and intended for 
Roll is iiniffied, the Manufadlurer is required to deliver to the proper 
Officer a declaration in writing, fpecifying the number of Rolls of 
Tobacco made, and the ftalks and Rems arifing therefrom, and to deliver 
a like declaration of the number and weight of SnufF Rolls produced from 
any Tobacco weighed out of cafe, and declared to have been intended for 
Snuff ; and allb of the weiglit of all Snuff and Returns of Tobacco that 
(hall be produced from any Snuff Roll or Tobacco refpectively weighed 
out for Snuff, and to keep all fuch Roll Tobacco, SnuffRolls, and Snuff, 
and all Stalks or Stems, feparate from all Tobacco of the like defeription 
for 24 hours, or until the Officer (hall have taken an account thereof. 
By this regulation it feems intended, that after the Manufadturer has 
commenced working off the 'robacco in cale into Rolls, no further account 
(hould be taken of it, until the whole cafe had been exhaufted, and that 
this part of the proeels fliotild be continued without any delay or 
interruption. 

It appears, however, that the Account is taken by the Officers, as the 
Rolls are finiOied, and at the defire of the Manufaflurers, who are like- 
33. wife permitted to add fre(h Tobacco to the cafe, before its original con- 
tents are worked off ; a praflice obvioufly affording great facility to the 
fraudulent Manufadlurer, of privately difpofmg of any portion of his 
Rolls, that have been mauufadtured in the intervals of the Officer’s vifits, 
26. and of fupplying at little hazard the decreafes in the cale with fmuggled 
Tobacco, which is utlially of fuperior quality, and therefore peculiarly 
fitted for the manufafturing of Rolls. 

It is, .however, Rated, that u mixture of Tobacco of different qua- 
lities is fometimes required in the manufafture of Rolls, and that to 
prohibit the ManuRidturer from adding to the Roll Cafe, would be to, 
iubjedi him to ferious inconvenience, as the quality of the Tobacco 
cannot with certainty be dilcovered until it has been w'etted. Admitting 
this Ratement to be correfl, as far a.s it relates to the neceffity of a 
mixture, for the purpofe of manufafluring Roll Tobacco, it does not 
appear but that with proper attention, the quality of the Tobacco nught 
be afeertained, and the neceffary addition made previous to working off 
the Cafe without any injury to the Manufacturer, by allowing the, 
Manufiufturer libcity, within a limited time after his firR declaration 
'e III Snuff, to deliver a frefh declaration of the addition or- 

’78. ’ change intended to be made, as is the praflice in England. Under every* 
circumRance it will be effential to the fecurity of this branch of the. 
Revenue, that the Officers in charge Ihould pay a Rrifter attention than,; 
heretofore, to the progrefs of the Manufaflurer in the managing and. 
w'orking off the Roll CalE The nature of the proceis, and. the facility 
%vith which Tobacco privately manufaflurecl may be brought into_ 
confumption, renders it by no means difficult to deceive the utmoR, 
vigilance and clrcumfpeflion ; but from the loofc and negligent manner, 
:n which the inferior Officers appear to execute their duty, the -fraudulent, 
Manufacturer has no Rich obRacle to encounter. 

The 
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The Officers indeed profefs to have all Leaf Tobacco weighed out 
for manufadure in their prefence, but it is generally admitted that in all 
other ftages of the procefs, they depend upon the declaration of the 
Manufadurer fur the accuracy of the feveral accounts, which they Rate 
it to be their duty to keep, and it is certainly true that they arc not 
regularly furnilhed with written or printed hiftrudions on .the I’ubjcd. 

It has been fuggeffed to us by fome qf the moft refpedable perfons of 
the trade, that the clafs of fmalier Manufadurers in inany inffances pro- 
cure their Licences, rather for the purpofe of covering a traffic in 
linuggled Tobacco, than with any hope of deriving a livelihood from the 
fair and legal profecution of the trade. 

It feems probable, that in order to meet this abufe of the Licence, 
Manufadurers were charged by an Adt paffed in the year 1788, wir^ 
the Duty for Excife for not lefs than 8,ooo lbs. weight pfTobaecq per 
annum, viz ; for 2,000 lbs. in each quarter of the year; this charge vvas 
fubfequently raifed to 3,000 and 4,000 lbs. weight per quarter for each 
Table tiled within that period, but at length in the year 1 793 W'as 
altogether difeontinued. In the Appendix will be found an account 
of the number of Tables hcenfed, the quantity of Tobacco brought to 
charge, and the average quantity per Table manufaiRured in the year 
ending 5th January 1807. Although this account gives fopie inftances 
of an average much under the lowe/1: rate of the above-nientioned 
Afieffments, we do not find them fufficiently numerous to warrant ys in 
recommending the revival of a ly ffem of charge, that cannot fail to prefs 
hard upon the little Trader, and would moreover militate againft the 
mealure of colledHng both Duties, viz. the Duties of Excife and Cuffoms, 
before the commodity is removed from the Kings w’arehoufes, a mealure 
which is fandtioiied by the pratflicc arrd experience of Great Britain, and 
to which the taking away the Ihort credit of feveu days at prefeut allowed 
to the Mauufadlurer for payment of the Excife Duty, can fcarcely, we 
apprehend, be conlidered as offering a ferious obflacle. 



LICENCE DUTY. 

1 HE Duties on Licences are now wholly received by the Stamp 
Office ; yet feveral of them ftill continuing to be iffiied by the Board of 
Excife, they feem properly to have place in this jiart of pur Inquiries. 
The interpolition of the Stamp Office feems to have been firfl: introduced 
by an A6I paffed in the year 1804, empowering the Clerks of the Peace 
to grant Licences for the fale ,of Spirituous liquors,. In the year j 805, 
a Stamp Duty was impofed on feveral other Licences, and the receipt of 
the Duty became vefled in the Stamp Office, while*tbe power of granthig 
the Licence was coutinuecl to the Excife. An of the fullowtncr year 
extended the authority of the Stamp Office, as well to tbe grantn;a' of 
the Licence, as to the iffliing of the Stamp for the fale of Spirits by°re- 
tail ; direamg, that on the produaion of the Magiffrate’s certificates, 
approving the Perfons by whom Licences were required, and ffatin<T 
that the requifite fecurities had been entered into, to the Officers 
appoinmd by the Stamp Office, thefe Officers fhould iffue the Stamp 
and Licence, and make a monthly Return to the Commiffioners of 

Excife 
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Excife and Stamps rerpefUvely., of all Licences IfTacd by them in the 
month preceding. By two A 61 s pafled in the firft Seiiioii of Parliament 
in the ^'ear 1807, the Stamp Duty on Retail Spirit Licences, and on the 
fcveral Licences enumerated -in an A6l of the 45th year of the King, and 
ill an Atl'Of the following year, was repealed, and a new Duty on fuch 
Licences made payable to the Excife, which was thenceforth empowered 
to grant them ; but in the Iccond Sefiion of the fame year, the Duty on 
Licences to retail Spirits was again fubjefted to a Stamp Duty, and the 
power >of ifTuing them was brought hack to the Stamp Office. Bv an 
Ail oif the laft Seffion, the Duties on the feveral Licence.? enumerated in 
the A6l of the 45th of the King, were again made payable to the Stamp 
Office, whilft the power of iffuing them remains with the Cominilfioners 
ef EcicHe. ft has hecn ftated to ns, that the transferring the ifliie of 
.Spirit Licences from the Excife to the Stamp Office has hecn followed 
by an indifference in the Excife Officers to the dotedlion of unlicenled 
Dealers. For luch mifcoiidudl, the transfer of the iffac of the Licence to 
the Stamp Office forms no reafonable ground excufe ; fince, whenever 
that courfe has obtained, there does not appear to have been any w'ant- 
©f provifion for furnifhing the Commiffioners of Excife with the informa- 
tion neceffary to enable their Officers to a6l W’ith as much eftefl as when 
the Licences were ilTiaed by the Excife De[>artment. Wher-ever the 
Licence authorizes perfmis to deal in excifeable commodities, the necef- 
fity of apprizing the Officers of Excife of the iflue of filch Licences is 
obvious, both for the purpofe of enabling them to diflinguiih the un- 
authorized Dealers, and of direfting their attention to the points where 
vigilance is moft required. 

Tile-peculiarity of the Colleflor’s fituation, with refpefl to the -manage- 
ment of tbefe Duties, in our opinion folly juflifies the transfer of their 
receipt Eo the Stamp Office; for, with refj>e6l to all other Duties under 
the management of the Excife, the Colieclor is but an Officer of check 
and of receipt; in this inftarree he was alfoan Officer of cliarge; in th.e 
former he is checked by the Voucher of the cliprglng Officers, in the 
latter there W'as no guard agaiiifi; tlie fuppreffion of his receipts, except 
the diftaut chance of accidental deteclion ; but of the receipt of the 
Duties t’he'StampOfficer, no fuch concealment can take place; he is 
debited for the Stamps committed to -his charge, and rauft account for 
ihe dilixiial of them. 



WROUGHT PLATE. 

IN 1729, a Duty of Sixpence per ounce troy was impoled on all Cold 
and Silver Plate wrought in Ireland. This Duty was collefted by an 
Aflay Mafter appointed by the Goldfmith’s Compauv, to touch all Gold 
and Silver Wrougfo Plate before expofed to fale. The Affay Mafter was 
required, once in every month at leaft, to pay the amount of Duty re- 
ceived into His Majel^’s Exchequer, and once a year, or oftiier if 
required, to return his books and accounts to the Commiffioners of the 
Revenue. The above Duty of 6^. per ounce was appropriated to the 

encouragement 
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encouragement of Inland Navigation till 1789, at which time a different 
provifion was' made, and this Duty repealed for that objea ; but a Duty 
of the like kmount on 'Wrought Plate was in the fame year granted to 
the Crown,' and colleacd and fecured under the regulations of 3d Geo. II. 
c. 3. and 25th Geo. HI. c. 8. 

In 1807, atiAa -ivas palled for regulating anew the colkaion of this 
Duty, by which all Gold or Silver Plate_fcnt to the Affay Office, is re- 
quired to be 'accompanied by a note from the Maivcfaaurer, ftatino- the 
particulars, and the grofs weight of the article to be affayed ; thefe notes 
are to be filed by the Affay Slafter, and kept in his Office ; the Duty is 
'charged bn the weight, after dedtiahig oiie-lixth, as an allowance for 
wafte in the fihilhing. The Affay Mafter enters in a, book the parti- 
culars of eviry piece of Plate affayed, viz. the name of the Manufac- 
turer, the grofs weight, and the net w eight of every piece of Plate affayed, 
and the amount of Duty thereon. The Duty received is w'cekly paid 
over to the COlledtbr of Excife, who gives his Receipt to the Mailer of 
the Gbldli-niths ‘Company. Quarterly Returns are made to the Com- 
taiffioners of Excife of the Duty received during the quarter ; the Return 
IS drawn out and figned as well by the Affay Maffer, as bv 'the Mafter of 
the Corporation. The Affay Mafter fwears to the faithful e.xecution 
bf the duties of his Office before one of the Commiifioners of Excife, 
W'ho are empowered to make an allow ance out of the Duties received, of 
one Shilling in the pound to the Corporation of Goldfmiths for their 
rouble and expence in colkaing the Duty,&c. Notwithftandina- that 
thdre regulations have been guarded by a heavy penalty, on the expofure 
m fale of any Wrought Gold or Silver Plate without being dulv affayed 
touched and marked, the Affay Mafter is of opinion that the Duty is not 
paid bn more than two-thirds of the Plate manufaflured in Ireland If 
the Dealers Iji Wrought Plate were occafionally vifited by forae iutellio-ent 
and affive Officer of the Revenue, a meafure alike neceffary in Dublin 
and the Country Diftrids, it may be prefumed tiiat the magnitude of the 
penalty and forfeiture would gradually put an end to evafion of the 
Duty. 



CARDS AND DICE. 

_ A DUTY on plaving Cards aud Dice made in Ireland, was firft 
mpofed by an Ad paffed in 1729, aud the Manufadure confined to the 
Cities of Dublin and Cork, but afterwards extended to the City of 
Lirtierick. The produce of thefe Duties was applicable to the encou- 
ragement of hiland Navigation till 1789, when they were repealed, and 
a Duty on playing Cards and Dice to a like amount granted to His 
Minefty. 

By the firft-menfioned. AS, Makers of Cards and Dice wwe required 
to feud notibe in writing to the Collcffor of the Port' of the houfe or 
place where they intenffed to make the fame, and no materials began to 
1'6 wrought for or towards the making of Cards or Dice, were to be 
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removed from fiich place, until they wei e completely worked into Cards 
or Dice, or the Duties for the Cards or Dice therewith intended to be 
made, were paid. The Officers employed in the colledlion of the Duty 
were empowered, in the day time, to enter any houfe or place where 
Cards or Dice were making or made, and to take an account thereof, and 
the removal of any Cards or Dice from the houfe or place where made, 
w'as prohibited until the fame had been marked and Ramped in luch 
manner as ffiould be dlreited by the Commiffioners of the Revenue. AH 
Makers of Cards and Dice w'ere required once in every fourteen davs, 
to make entr}' on oath with the Collector of the Port, of all Cards and 
Dice from time to time made by them, and W'ithin twenty-eight days to 
clear off all Duties payable thereon. The Commiffioners were empow- 
ered to appoint perfons in Dublin and in Cork, and, by a fubfequent Adt, 
in Limerick alfb, who were to have the cuRody of the Mark and Stamp, 
and were to affix the fame on all fuch Cards and Dice as the Colledlor 
fhould certify to have been duly entered with him, and that the Duty 
thereon had been paid. And by an Adi palfed in the 19th and 20th of 
the King, Makers of Cards are further required, once in three years, 
to take out a Licence, if in Dublin, from the Commiffioners of the 
Revenue, if in Cork or Limerick from the Colledlor of the Port, and 
enter into fecurity to the amount of 200. for the payment of ail fuch 
Duties as they fhall be liable to on account of making any playing Cards, 
during the time they fhall carry on the bufinefs of a Card-maker. 

The Manufadhirer of Cards or Dice makes entry with the Colledlor 
of the number of Packs or Pairs for which he intends to pay Duty, and 
makes, oath that fuch entry contains the full quantity of painted, ipotted, 
and playing Cards, or of all Dice inanufadlured by him or for his ufe 
from tire laR return to the time of fuch entry, exclufive of Cards that 
have been made up for exportation, and lodged in His MajeRy’s Stores, 
or exported, as the cafe may be ; copies of thefe entries and affidavits 
are fent to the Examinator of CuRoms, for the purpofe of his charo-ino- 
the Colledlor with the amount of Duty. After the Duty has been paid 
to the Colledlor, he llTues an order, fpecifying the number of Packs of 
Cards or Pairs of Dice for which Duty has been paid, and requiring the 
Stamp MaRer, on the receipt of this order, to affix the proper Stamps or 
Mai ks. When Cards are intended for exportation, the Manufadlurer is re- 
quired, within one hour after the fame are matle up, to give notice to the 
Stamp MaRer of the place where fuch Cards ffiall be made up, and in 
his prefence to depofit fuch Cards in fome of His MajeRy’s Storehoufes, 
where the Cards are to remain until a Certificate from the ColleiRor of the 
Port fhall be produced to the Stamp MaRer, importing that all the legal 
requifites relative to the exportation of fuch Cards had been performed, 
and fueh Cards are not to be removed without permiffion of the Store- 
keeper or Surveyor of the Stores. Any unRamped Cards found in the 
pofleffion of any Card-maker, Shop-keeper, or Retailer, are fubjecl to 
forfeiture, and may be feized by any Officer of the Revenue, and 
the Card-maker, Siiop-keeper, or Retailer, is fubjefl to a penalty 
of £.20. Although the Law provides for the appointment of Officers 
of Excife to take and keep an account of the Rock of Cards, or 

materials 
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materials for making Cards, which lhall be at any time found in the 
poffeffion of any Card-maker; and for charging fuch Card-maker upon 
any decreafe or deficiency of fuch Stock, not properly accounted for, with 
all the Duties payable for fuch Cards not accounted for, and alfo with 
the amount of the Duties on fo many Cards as might be made from or 
with fuch materials not accounted for; it apjrears, that no account is 
taken or kept by any Excife Officer, of the Stock of Card or Dice- 
makers in Dublin, nor, we prefume, in Cork or Limerick; and it feems 
probable that none could be kept which would be found to be efficient. 
The colleaion of this Duty, therefore, depending fokly on the return 
and oath of the Manufaflurer, the one might be received and the other 
adminiftered with equal fafety by fome Officer at the Stamp Office in 
Dublin, and the Head Dilhibutors in Cork and Limerick, who might 
alfo fupply the ncceffary Stamps. Should this arrangement be adopted, 
a faving would be efFedlod of the entire expence of the Stamp Mailers 
and their Affillants, 



Office of Enquiry, 
Sackville Street, Dublin, 
loth Augaft iSo8, 



J. S. ROCHFOET, ( 1 , s.) 

FRED. GEALE, (i,. s.) 

ROBERT ALEXANDER, (t. s.) 

CH.ARLES SAXTON, (l. s.) 

CH.As STEWART HAIVTHORNE. (i. s.) 
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APPENDIX. 



No. I. 

The Examinarion of W. D. DIGGES, Efq. ; taken on Oath, the 
26th & 27th of January, and 5th & 6th of May liioS. 

This Examinant faith, 

AT he is Examinator of Aiidlion Duties in Ireland. He was firfl aypoirted 
X to check the AufHon Duty in Dublin by Board’s letter in the year j 803, and in 
March 1S07 was appointed fcxaminator of Auftion Duties by commiffion, and 
placed on the Eftablifhment with a falary of 200 per annum, and 80 per annum 
for a Clerk. The Books kept in his office are, the Notice Book, the Ledger, ihe 
General Duty Book, the Report Book, and the Certificate Check Book. Ail notices 
for Audlions, and all Catalogues, Declarations and Accounts of fale in Dublin, are 
delivered at the office of Examinant by the Auftloneers; and from the Country 
•diftrifts are tranfinicted-monthly by the different Colletffors, who Hiouid alfo tranfmit 
monthly to Examinant a return of all liccnfcd Audioneers in their ditlrids. On 
receiving the notices and catalogues from Auflioneers in Dublin, he caufes them to 
be entered in a Book called The Notice Book, from which they are transferred to an 
account opened for each A utftioneer in the Ledger, and ipecifying the declarations and 
fale accounts, as well as the notices received by Examinant. If the Auftioneer docs 
not come within the period preferibed by Law, either to make the declaration required, 
or to pay the Duty on the fale, the neceffary informations arc filed to enforce the 
penalties confequent on the ncglcdt. The notices, catalogues, declarations and 
fale accounts received from the Country, are all kept feparate according to the 
feveral diftridbs, and examined, computed and compared with the monthly returns 
required to be made by the Colledlors to this Examinant, of their receipts of Auction 
Duty during the month, to fee that every Auftion, of which notice had been ferved, 
was accounted for. In cafe the notices from the Country are not followed cither by 
declaration or fale account. Examinant applies to the Board, and informations arc 
filed againft the defaulters. When Examinant difeovers any error in the computation, 
or any inaccuracy in the documents, he reports the fame to the Board. There is a 
fujiernumerary Gauger attached to his office, wliofe duty it is to check bv perfonal vifics 
the Auiflion fales, which are daily held in Dublin : the Officer on the fuccceding morn- 
ing after his vifics, enters his obfervations in a book kept for that purpofe in the 
office of this Examinant, by which means ExanfmanC i.s enabled to fee whether 
the Officer has vifited the fales, for which notice had been delivered, and alfo in fomc 
degree to check the accounts afterwards brought in by the different Aufltoneers. 

When an Auftioneer delivers in his fale account, it is left for a day or two for 
•examination, after having been verified upon oath before Examinarrt by the 
Audbionecr. The account is claffed, and the Duties computed according to the 
■claffes, and afterwards returned to the Auctioneer, with a certificate of the amo'jut of 
Duty ; the account and certificate of the amount of Duty ; the account and certificate 
are taken by the Audfioncer to the Examinator of Excife, from whufe office, after 
rccomputation, they are returned to the office of Examinant. The certificate is then 
delivered to the Audbionecr, who takes it to the Colledtor’s office and pays the Duty, 
but the fale account is retained in this Examinant’s office ; and if any error is afterwards 
difeovered in the account, this Examinant redtifies it, cither by furcharging the 
Audtionecr with the Duty Ihort charged, or reporting an overplus of Duty paid, in 
order that it may be allowed to the Audlioneer, as the cafe may be. The Collector of 
Excife of Dublin diftridt makes out and tranfmits to Examinant a monthly Voucher 
of the Audtion Duties received by him during the month 5 of thefe Vouchers there are 
duplicates, which are checked by Examinant with the fale accounts received, and with 
the certificates iffued (luring the month i after this examination he counterfigns and 
returns them to the Collcftor, who keeps one and tranfmits the ocher to the Exami- 
nator of Excife, wlio thereon certifies quarterly to the Accountant-General the amount 
of Auction Duty to be charged to the Collcdtor. In the countiy difiridls the Auc- 
tioneer produces the fale account of theAudtion tothc Officer of hiswllk, whocompiues 
15 ' ^ 
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and ftates on the account the amount of the Duty; the Au^ioneer then takes it to 
;the Colleftor of the dlftrift, verifies it upon oath, and pays the Duty, the Colledor 
firft proving the accuracy of the computation. The amount of this Duty is inferted 
along with other Duties in the general vouchers made out by the Surveyor and 
'Gauger, and through the Colkftor’s office tranfmitted monthly to the Examinator of 
Excife, .and by him certified quarterly to the Accountant-General of Excife. Exa- 
minant has been ordered by theEoard to certify quarterly to the Accountant-General, 
the _fum chargeable againft the Collectors of the fcveral diftrias of Ireland, for their 
receipts on account of the Auaion Duties, but he has never yet fo certified, as feveral 
of the Colleaors negkaed to make him their monihlv returns within the time fpe- 
-cified by che.Board, and iikewife becaufe the Deputy Accountant-General intimated to 
-Examinant, that it was his intention to reprefent to the board, that fuch certificates of 
Examinant would be fuperfluous, as the certificates of the Examinator of Excife 
included the fum to be charged for Audion Duties along with other Excife Duties. 
There are feveral articles which by law are exempted from Duty; in fuch cafes it is 
the Duty of Examinant to fee that the proofs required are exhibited to him before 
the accounts of fuch fales can be pafled ; when they are palTcd, he enters them in a 
book oppofitc to the entry of the original notices. 



Examinant believes that in the country parts of Ireland, the Duty on Auflions is 
•very impcrfeaiy collefied; for inftance, in the year ended 5th January 1805, the 
diftridl of Cork, though a very extenfive one, and containing, as this Examinant 
believes, twenty-fix licenfed.Auaioncers, produced but three '‘Shillings. That the 
Colleaor, on being applied to by the Board, fent them up 33 copies of notices that had 
■been ferved upon him by the Audlioneers within that year; but in his letter of the 
26th of Odtober 1 805, referred to this Examinant, he exprcfsly acknowledged that 
none of the Auftioneers did in any inftance, except ferving the notices, comply 
■with the requifites the Law prelcribes. Exam.inant faith, that the great difftrcncc in 
the produce of the Audfcion Duty in the diftria: of the city of Dublin, in the two yeare 
ending the 5th January 1807 and 1808 refpedtively, arofc from the circumftance of 
<confiderablc eftates of Lord Courtney’s having been fold in the former year, the 
Au( 9 :ion Duty on which fales amounted to 5, 105. 4s. ‘id. 



y. S. Rochfort. 
Fred^ (leale, 
Robert Alexander., 
'Charles Faxttn^ 



D. Dl^es, 
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